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Synopsis

Jeffersona ™s chronicle of the natural, social, and political history of Virginia is at once a scientific
discourse, an attempt to define America, and a brilliant examination of the idea of freedom.For more
than seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the
English-speaking world. With more than 1,700A titles, Penguin Classics represents a global
bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers trust
theA series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by distinguished
scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-dateA translations by award-winning

translators.
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Customer Reviews

a ceThis is a Bedford book that is long overdue, and David Waldstreicher is a superb choice as
editor. This new edition of Notes on the State of Virginia is informed by the more recent scholarship
on Jefferson, which the editor knows cold, and it will attract a substantial audience among college
teachers, yours truly included.a « & "Joseph J. Ellis, Mount Holyoke Collegea ceThis is an excellent
piece of work. Specialists as well as students will learn from the Introduction, and though the Notes
are available in many editions, they have never been so attractively and accessibly presented. Also,
the very fine selection of additional documents will certainly enhance the reader’s appreciation of

the Notes.a « & "Peter S. Onuf, University of Virginia



[Peden] has made available the authoritative edition of one of the most important books to emerge
in eighteenth-century America. He has set forth the history of its reception and criticism in such a
way as to establish his point that in the 'Notes on Virginia’ Jefferson ’produced one of America’s first

permanent literary and intellectual landmarks.’--Virginia Quarterly Review

In his own words, Jefferson tells why slaves should NOT be freed and if they are, he suggests they
be sent to Africa. Jefferson shows himself, in his own words as the racist that history has shown him

to be. | was very surprised.

This document testifies to Thomas Jefferson’s true opinions on Africans as a race of people, which
was denigrating and coarse. One can compare his writing on the freedoms in the new American
republic and his pride in them as a founding patriot, with what he thought of slaves and their
intellectual and cultural capacities to function as free people in a free society. He offers a solution to
issues around emancipation that would involve deporting all people of African descent, and
replacing them by attracting people of the white race to leave their countries and come to America.
Jefferson also writes that he fears for the effects that the brutality of the practice of slavery will have

on the future of America, as well as God’s wrath.

| love it for many reasons. The first one is that it was free for me! Secondly, it is in my time period of
study. It is a primary source of a President and of properties, etc. There are things that we may not
think of as accurate now, but for his time, he was not only accurate in thought, but also scientifically.
This is his opinions bound up for us. Even if you do not like his politics, it is an interesting read. You
will find out that he really was a Diest! Gasp! Not what is being said about him now. Go ahead and

read it, | dare you.

There wasn’t anything really special about this book. In fact, most of the interesting and telling
information occurs in the last few chapters. But, if you're looking for a historical book that lists every
nook and cranny almost of Virginia, then this is it.

excellent, thank you

More should read this. Good insight into the real Jefferson.



Love it!

Bought this for a college class, but | liked it. | am a History major so it was an interesting read
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